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ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TWELFTH DISTRICT

May 19, 2025

Dina El-Tawansy, Director

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District 4
111 Grand Avenue

Oakland, CA 94612

Re: SR 131 Capital Preventive Maintenance Project
Dear Director El-Tawansy,

I am writing to respectfully express serious and ongoing concerns regarding the proposed design elements
of the SR 131 Capital Preventive Maintenance Project—particularly the bike lane components introduced
in the 95% design plans.

Our office remains concerned that the project has now progressed to 95% design without adequate
engagement with the communities most directly impacted. Despite raising substantive issues, there has
been little meaningful dialogue from Caltrans, and the current pace of development, combined with a lack
of transparency, has left key community stakeholders blindsided and critical concerns unresolved.

While our office and other community leaders initially engaged with Caltrans on this project in 2023 - my
office wrote a letter in support of a robust environmental study to be done on the project - I am concerned

that the project has advanced without adequately addressing critical safety, transit, and access issues raised
by key stakeholders.

The lack of transparency and meaningful engagement throughout the process has left our community and
public agencies feeling sidelined, despite their clear and direct interest in the project’s impacts.

Since the release of the updated plans, our office has received consistent and urgent feedback from a wide
range of local partners, including:

e The Reed Union School District, which has voiced serious concerns regarding student safety,
particularly in relation to the Yellow Bus program and school bus stop accessibility;

e The Tiburon Peninsula Traffic Alliance (TPTA). whose advocacy on behalf of student and
commuter transportation has highlighted significant risks to both service and safety;

e Marin Transit, which has identified potential operational issues due to unsafe or impractical bus
stop placements;

e The City of Belvedere. including its Mayor and City Manager, who have relayed resident concerns
regarding congestion and emergency access;

e Local Fire Protection and Police Departments, currently reviewing the plan’s potential to hinder
emergency response times;
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e Supervisor Moulton-Peters, who has remained actively engaged and supportive of a
collaborative, community-first approach;

o And most importantly, our constituents—the residents, families, commuters, and schoolchildren
who use this corridor daily will be directly impacted by the outcomes of this project.

Among the specific concerns raised by stakeholders are:

1. Unprotected Bike Lanes Adjacent to High-Speed Traffic: These proposed lanes, especially in

locations like Reed Ranch Road and Blackie’s Pasture, pose serious risks to cyclists, including
children, and create conflict points with vehicles and pedestrians.

2. Compromised Transit Operations: Key Marin Transit stops between Trestle Glen and the 101
interchange may become inaccessible or dangerous under the proposed configuration, potentially
reducing service to students and workers who rely on public transit.

3. Threat to the Yellow Bus Program: The TPTA-operated Yellow Bus program, serving hundreds
of local students, may no longer be viable along this corridor due to design limitations that prevent
80-foot buses from safely loading or unloading.

4. Emergency Response Delays: Removal of full shoulders and installation of unclear flexible
barriers raise concerns about emergency vehicle access and driver response in crisis situations.

It is also troubling that this project has moved forward without the benefit of the final Tiburon Traffic Study
or a public process to evaluate viable alternatives, such as the existing, safer route along Greenwood Cove
Drive and Greenwood Beach Road. We do, however, recognize that the segment between Blackfield Drive
and East Strawberry Drive represents a meaningful opportunity to address a legitimate gap in multi-modal
infrastructure and should be actively explored as a focused improvement area, provided it is approached
collaboratively and with proper community engagement.

In light of the broad, bipartisan concerns from local jurisdictions, service providers, and residents, our
office strongly urges Caltrans to pause the current advancement of the design, re-engage with affected
stakeholders, and work toward a safer, more balanced solution that reflects the priorities of our local
communities.

Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact my Chief
of Staff, Aaron Vad at aaron.vad@asm.ca.gov or call my Capitol office at (916) 319-2012.

Sincerely,
|| plNMA *

Damon Connolly
Assemblymember, Twelfth District

cc: see attached list



Marin County Board of Supervisors President, Mary Sackett
Marin County Supervisor District 3, Stephanie Mouton Peters
Tiburon Mayor, Holli Their

Tiburon Town Manager, Greg Channis

Belvedere Mayor, Jane Cooper

Belvedere City Manager, Robert Zadnik

Mill Valley Mayor, Stephen Burke

Mill Valley City Manager, Todd Cusimano

Reed Union School District President, Sherry Wangenheim

Reed Union School District Superintendent, Dr. Kimberly McGrath



